Abstract. Ditch cuttings samples from borehole 49/24-2 were examined for planktonic Foramini ferida. The fauna was used to zone the Palaeogene of the borehole from a biostratigraphical zonation scheme compiled by STAINFORTH et al. (1975). The fauna is listed and the zonation procedure for each sample is discussed. This paper shows that an adequate planktonic Foramini ferida fauna is present in the southern North Sea Basin Palaeogene to allow the compilation of a stratigraphy comparable to areas onshore in North-West Europe.
Introduction
A sequence of rotary drill borehole cuttings samples from borehole 49/24-2, through Recent and Tertiary sediments to the Upper Cretaceous Chalk, was obtained from Shell (U. K.) Exploration and Production Limited. The borehole is located in the southern North Sea 55 miles (88 Kilometers) north-east of Great Yarmouth (U. K.) and 14 miles (23 Kilometers) north-east of the Leman Gas Field. The locality is shown in Fig. 1 .
Each cuttings sample was either a 40 feet or a 30 feet interval. The objective was to decide if there was an adequate planktonic Foraminiferida fauna present in the samples to enable the compilation of a biostratigraphy for the section.
The samples were dried, washed clean, dried and passed through a nest of sieves of 500 micron, 250 micron, 150 micron, and 75 micron aperture. Each fraction was picked completely for planktonic Foraminiferida. Most of the fauna came from the 150 and 75 micron fractions and problems resulted in distinguishing adults from juveniles.
